October 12, 2009

The Honorable Barack Obama

President

The White House

Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Obama,

As 179 local, regional, and national organizations from across the United States representing hundreds of thousands of individuals, we thank you for your courageous leadership on reducing the threat from nuclear weapons. On April 5 in Prague, you said, “I state clearly and with conviction America's commitment to seek the peace and security of a world without nuclear weapons.”

We support that goal and will do all we can to help achieve it. Like you, we believe that nuclear weapons are a liability rather than an asset. As you declared in Prague, we must “put an end to Cold War thinking” and “reduce the role of nuclear weapons in our national security strategy.”
To achieve those goals, your administration’s Nuclear Posture Review, which will set the direction of U.S. nuclear policy for the next 5-10 years, must clearly and compellingly put us on the path toward a safer world – one free of nuclear weapons. To start, the review must reflect the reality that:

· the United States does not need and shall not pursue new nuclear warheads;
· maintaining a large, ready-to-launch nuclear arsenal hurts U.S. security interests overall by encouraging similar Russian behavior, and;

· only substantial reductions in those arsenals, U.S. ratification of the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty, and a commitment to a world without nuclear weapons can attract the international support necessary to stop more countries from getting the bomb and terrorists from using one.
We urge you to be personally involved in the review to ensure that the Nuclear Posture Review helps advance--and does not hinder-- meaningful progress toward a world without nuclear weapons.

Sincerely,
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Americans for Democratic Action, Inc.
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Women's Action for New Directions
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Arizona Physicians for Social Responsibility
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The Colorado Coalition for the Prevention of Nuclear War
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Greater New Haven Peace Council

Georgia

1st Iconium Baptist Church

Atlanta Friends Meeting, Religious Society of Friends

Atlanta Grandmothers for Peace

Church Women United in Atlanta

Church Women United in Georgia

Concerned Black Clergy of Metropolitan Atlanta, Inc.

Daisy Alliance

Environmental Community Action Inc. (ECO-Action)

Food Not Bombs, Atlanta

Foundation for Global Community/Atlanta

Georgia Coalition for the People's Agenda
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Global Peacemakers Association Atlanta
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Mayors for Peace
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Southern Alliance for Clean Energy

United Nations Association - USA /Atlanta

Women Legislators' Lobby of WAND (WiLL)

Illinois

North Suburban Peace Initiative (NSPI)

Peace & Justice House, Ohio Wesleyan University

Peace Garden Project

PeaceMajority Report
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Indiana

Women's Action for New Directions of Northern Indiana

Iowa

Sisters of St. Francis, Clinton, Iowa

Kansas

Physicians for Social Responsibility Kansas City

Kentucky

Ecoperspectives, a project of Earth Island Organization
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Maine Women's International League for Peace and Freedom

Pax Christi Maine

Peace Action Maine

Physicians for Social Responsibility Maine

Maryland

Baltimore Nonviolence Center

Peace Action Montgomery
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Global Strategy of Nonviolence

Massachusetts Peace Action

Pax Christi Boston
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Board of Directors, New Mexico Conference of Churches
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New York

American Psychological Association Division 48 (the Society for the Study of Peace, Conflict, and Violence: Peace Psychology)
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Schenectady Neighbors for Peace
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Blue Ridge Environmental Defense League

North Carolina Peace Action
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Cleveland Peace Action
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Congregations of St. Joseph
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Women's International League for Peace and Freedom
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Carolina Peace Resource Center
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Cumberland Center for Justice and Peace

Oak Ridge Environmental Peace Alliance
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JustPeace

Peace Farm
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Acting for a Greener World
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Peace & Justice Commission, Utah Catholic Diocese

People for Peace and Justice of Utah

United Nations Association of Utah
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Utah chapter of Citizens for Global Solutions
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Vermont

Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, Burlington

Washington

Labwatch

Peace Action of Washington
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Wisconsin
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